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From the Principal 

Blue Mountains  

Christian School 

60 Thirroul Ave 
(PO Box 396) 

Blackheath  2785 
Phone:  4787 8645 
Fax:       4787 6160 

 

Email: 
bluemountainscs@gmail.com 

Website: 
www.bmcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

23 September  2009 
Week 9 of 10 - Term 3 
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Basic Skills Test 
Results are now in for this year’s basic Skills Tests and it was encouraging to see that 
NSW led the nation in many of the areas of literacy and numeracy that were measured.  
Given that we are measured against our state average, it is good to know that this bar is 
amongst the highest nationwide. Parents of children in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 will have received 
their child's report which details how they performed against their year group and the state 
as a whole.  Looking at the results as a whole, we can say that there are areas of strength 
and areas of weakness.  Overall our kids are strong readers and above average in gram-
mar, and this reflects to some extent the extra resources that we have been pouring into 
reading recovery and support.  On the down side our kids were generally below the state 
average in spelling.  This is interesting given the fact that we have ensured that this is a 
major component of Stage 1-3 programmes where foundations are laid and the recent 
School Registration Review indicated that it was well covered in teachers programmes. 
The benefit of the BST is that it gives us a real world test of the quality of the programmes 
we use as a school and alerts us to the possible need of purchasing alternative resource 
materials.  So as a staff, we are reviewing the results carefully and will be able to continue 
to modify programmes and resources as we see the need. Special congratulations go to 
the following students who significantly improved their performance since their last testing 
in 2007; 

Emily Spiller   (Overall Literacy) 
Samantha Barnes  (Overall Numeracy) 
Keith Lougheed  (Overall Numeracy & Literacy) 
Peter Hewitt  (Overall Numeracy & Literacy) 

Uniform 
There has been a marked improvement in student grooming and attitude since we tight-
ened up on the implementation of policy a few weeks ago.  Can I thank parents for their 
support and understanding as we have implemented the policy.  An area of confusion has 
been for students who have, for instance, worn certain types of earrings up to now and 
who wondered why they were suddenly being caught up in the net. As I stated in the 
Flyer, the fact that we were experiencing such a barrage of extreme boundary pushing 
with regard to uniform, jewellery, makeup and piercings meant that we were forced to go 
back to the strict letter of the policy. Otherwise, as soon as we make exceptions then a 
number of students love to see how far they can push the limit and we end up once again 
with a confused mess. 

Unfortunately a few people took my comments to mean that I stereotyped people with 
piercings as promiscuous and immoral and that I’m judgmental and intolerant.  I was very 
careful in my comments to note that I was simply talking about the correlation we were 
seeing between extreme piercings and a general deterioration in attitude at school and 
risk taking outside of school by some students.  Can I make it very clear that I evaluate 
people by the substance of their life, not appearance.  But I must be honest and act on 
behalf of the whole school community when I see a serious threat to the great school tone 
and atmosphere that we have worked so hard to create at BMCS.  

Can I conclude by encouraging us not to fall for the trap of thinking our children have the 
capacity to make life long decisions before they are legally adults. There is nothing wrong 
with insisting that potentially dangerous piercings, tattoos, web-postings, binge drinking 
etc, etc can have life-long consequences and we must protect them until they are able 
mentally and physically to make informed choices. 
                                                                                                                 Paul Arundell 

Will your child be absent today? 
        For the safety and well-being of your  
       child, would you please call the school  
         (4787 8645) on the morning of your  
             child’s absence so that we are  
             confident of their whereabouts. 

Late to School? 
If your child arrives late  

to school, ie. after  
9.00am, they must  
come to the school  

office for a late note. 

My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment,  
do not let them out of your sight; they will be life  

for you, an ornament to grace your neck.  Proverbs 3:21-22 
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~ TERM 3 ~ 

 
 

21 - 25 September 
Healthy Lives Week 

 
22 September 

Secondary  
Parent/Teacher Chats 

 
25 September 
Billy Cart Derby 

 
1 October 

HSC Graduation 
 

FRIDAY 2ND OCT 
LAST DAY TERM 3 

 
 

~ TERM 4 ~ 
 

MONDAY 19 OCT 
FIRST DAY BACK 

 
22 October 
HSC Exams  
commence 

 
26 October 

School Cert Trials & 
Stage 5 Exams 

 
30 October 

CSSA State Triathlon 
 

7 November 
Rhododendron  

Festival 
2010 K-12 Enrolments 

 
Do you have a child who requires enrolment for next year?   
Please contact the office as soon as possible to complete  

application forms in order to confirm a place for 2010. 

 

Healthy Lives Week  
 

Tomorrow there is a presentation for parents on how to 
pack a healthy lunch.  Starts at 9.15am. 

 
The school gym will be open for parents to have a 

 look at during lunch times  

Billy Cart Derby 
This Friday 25th September 

 
It’s time to dust off your billy cart...  

grease up the axles... 
tighten up those nuts...  

and get ready for the 2009  
fast and furious billy cart derby!! 

 
for more info see Mr Fischer 

Billy Cart Derby 
Year 10 Fundraiser - Friday 25th September 

 
Sausage Sizzle - $2.50 

Coloured Hairspray - $1.00 
  (at lunchtime) 
 

Parents are welcome to join us! 
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Student  

Assessments 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Banking 

Every Monday 
 

 

18.9.1850  
 
Dear Diary, 
Bushrangers! Bushrangers!  The diggings were invaded by rangers!  I feel 
sick from shock.  Owen and Farrel were the men.  Rebekah is having a su-
per-duper bad day, thieves took her mining gear and bushrangers took her 
money!  I’ve to burn my bedclothes because of plague, Taya’s still injured but 
nothing happened to Eric.  Today Troy has hired me for a gold mine!  I hope it 
doesn’t collapse.  Fiona lost all her stuff and she also bought my goldrocker.  
It ‘s also my birthday tomorrow.  I can’t wait!  Joseph said he’s got a big sur-
prise! 
 
By Chelsey Laird 

Poster designed by Lucy Garner 

 
The Fundraising Committee have started  
organising our biggest venture yet!   

 
Put this date on your calendar now! 

Friday 5th & Saturday 6th March 2010 
 

We are combining the Garage Sale and  
Photo Competition with lots of other great  

things and ideas planned. 
 

To make this great bonanza a big success for the 
school, we will need help in lots of ways.   

 
Please contact either Maree Garner or Janene 

Wardrop through the School Office, and let us know 
what is your line of expertise and how you can help - 
either now in the planning stage and/or on the day. 

 
This is a very exciting event and we look forward to 

working with the whole school community. 

Year 5/6 Studies on Gold  
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Community 
Prayer Times - 

Term 3  
 

Mondays 3.00pm - 3.30pm 
Fridays 9.00am - 9.30am  

 
All prayer times will be held 

in the Playdays Room. 
 

He heeded their prayer, 
because they put their  

trust in Him.   
1 Chronicles 5:20b 

 

Lost Property 
 

Next week is the last 
week of Term 3! 

 
Please check the  

Lost Property Box at  
the front office for  

any items your child  
may be missing.   

 
All unclaimed items  
On Friday afternoon  

will be sent to the  
uniform shop for  

resale and/or charity. 

 

 

Lunchtime 
Activities 

 
 
 

Monday 
Bible Study with  

Mrs Heslop in the 
Playdays Room 

Gym for Years 3/4 
 

Tuesday 
Photo Club with  

Mr Randall in the 
Computer Lab 

Gym for Years 5/6 
 

Wednesday 
Art Club with  
Mr Randall in  
the Art Room 

Gym for Years 7/8 
 

Thursday 
Chess Club with  

Mr Fischer in  
the Library 

Gym for Year 9 
 

Friday 
Dance Group for 
Years 3-6 with  

Mrs Lehmann in  
the auditorium 

Gym for Years 10-12 
Bible Study with 
Amanda Barnes 

 
 

The right way is not always the popular and easy way. Standing for 

right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character. 
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Bike Week 2009 Information Kiosks 
 
Council will be holding a series of Bike Week Information Kiosks in 
Glenbrook, Springwood and Katoomba as part of NSW Bike Week 
2009 Saturday 26 September to Sunday 4 October 2009. 
 
The stalls will distribute the Mountain Bike Rides map and provide 
information on the Council’s Blue Mountains Bike Plan 2020, the 
planned Greater Blue Mountains Trail, bike safety & maintenance, 
recreational cycling and using bikes as alternative transport. 
 
Come and see us at: 
Glenbrook Park 26 Sept 10am – 12pm 
Springwood Town Square 26 Sept 12.30pm – 2.30pm 
Katoomba Post Office forecourt, Hapenny Lane 3 Oct 11am – 1pm 

 
Class of 2009 

Valedictory Dinner 
 

Parents, Relatives and Friends of 
our Year 12 students are invited 
to attend the Valedictory Dinner 

on Thursday 1st October.   
 

Tickets are $50 per person and 
payment is required at the school 

office as soon as possible. 
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Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a  
smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment,  

or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the  
potential to turn a life around. 


